The Flambeau mine
is separated from

the Flainbeau River

by a 140-foot rock
pillar stronger than
the Hoover Dam.

Under [expected] conditions, all of the groundwater
flowing through the Type II waste rock in the
reclaimed pit will exit the pit through the
Precambrian rock in the river pillar and flow
directly into the bed of the Flambeau River.

Since this flow path is very short and occurs
entirely within fractured crystalline rock, there
will be little if any dispersion or retardation of the
dissolved constituents in the groundwater. The dis-
solved constituents that will be added to the back-
ground crystalline groundwater by the Type Il
material in the pit will be copper, manganese, iron
and sulfate. Since there will be no dispersion, dilu-
tion or retardation in the river pillar, the concen-
trations of these constituents in the groundwater
leaving the pit will be the same as the concentra-
tions entering the river bed.
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